Grow Gillespie Action Plan by Guevara, Gabriel
Produced by: Gabriel Guevara| In Partnership With: Grow Gillespie| Advisor: Dr. Greenlee| 
U of I Extension|Department of Urban and Regional Planning
Goals: 
 1)Making Main St walkable 
 2)Creating a Multi-Use Pathway
 3)Connecting the local trail to the larger regional trail 
  Activities:
   -Seeeking grants for Main St
   -The Giving Garden 
   -Seeking Grants for the Multi-Use Pathway 
Goals: 
 1)Creating a City Market 
 2)Investing in Seed        
 Capital and Sustainability
  Activitites:
    -Pop-Up Shops 
    -Buy Local Initiatives 
    -Food Festivals 
Goals:
 1)Investigating models and Investing in Arts 
 2)Place Making 
	 3)Creating	links	between	different	arts	groups	
 4)Showcase and Support Local talent 
  Activities:
   -Stablilize and enchance the local theater 
   -Putting on Music Events 
   -Adding Sidewalk sales to festivals
Current Conditions 3
Gillespie is racially 
homogenous with the 
predominate racial group 
being white. But Gillespie is 
economically diverse with a 
predominant middle class.
Current Condition 1 
Analyzing the age structure 
of Gillespie shows that this 
community is an ageing 
population with a majority of 
the population being at semi-
retirement ages.  
Current Condition 2
Retail analyze shows that 
Gillespie experiences a retail 
leakage at an estimatation of 10 
million dollars annually. This 
is due to products not being 
available locally. 
Project Overiew
The community group Grow 
Gillespie is seeking to conduct 
community development projects 
to improve their community. The 
purpose of the action plan is help 
them prepare a vision for their 
community, while recognising 
their current conditions and then 
iniatiate plans to acheive their 
vision.    
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